THE BeATRICE BAIN RESEARCH GROUP, UC BERKELEY
PRESENTS A PANEL DISCUSSION

THE VEIL: VISIBLE AND
INVISIBLE SPACES

Thursday, January 29, 2009, 3pm

Geballe Room, Townsend Center for the Humanities, Stephens Hall

PANELISTS:

Jennifer Heath
“Revelatio: Behind the Male Veil”

An independent scholar, curator and writer, Jennifer Heath is the editor of The Veil: Women Writers
on Its History, Lore, and Politics (UC Press, 2008) and author of nine works of fiction and nonfiction.

Barbara Goldman Carrel

“Shattered Vessels: Unveiling Hasidic Women’s Dress Code”
Carrel is an Adjunct Assistant Professor at the City University of New York.

Ashraf Zahedi

“Desexualization of Public Spaces: Tamin%the Wild Gaze”
Dr. Zahedi is a Visiting Scholar at the Beatrice Bain Research Group, UC Berkeley.

CHAIR: _
Fouzieyha Towghi, MPH, PhD

A medical anthropologist specializing in gender and women’s studies, Dr. Towghi is a Lecturer
in the Ethnic Studies Department, UC Berkeley and a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Univ. of Zurich.

The veil, vastly misunderstood, is a multi-layered, multi-situated sign. Veiling of women, of men,
and of sacred places and objects has existed in countless cultures and religions through history.
Today, veiling is a globally polarizing issue, framed as a locus for the struggle between Islam and
the West and between contemporary and traditional interpretations of Islam. But veiling was
a practice long before Islam and still extends far beyond the Middle East. This panel will explore
and examine some of the cultures, politics and histories of veiling in varying societies.
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